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CHIROPRACTIC (GENERAL)

Dr. Cheryl Hawk First DC Appointed to Iowa
Board of Health

Editorial Staff

Dr. Cheryl Hawk, an associate professor at the Palmer Center for Chiropractic Research, has been
appointed by Governor Tom Vilsack to the Iowa Board of Health. The appointment makes Dr. Hawk the
first doctor of chiropractic in Iowa history to be named to the board, which is responsible for making
policies for the Iowa Department of Public Health.

"I am very honored by this appointment to such a prestigious group as the Iowa Board of Health," said
Dr. Hawk, who was appointed in September and will serve on the board through June 30, 2002. "I am
gratified not only for myself but for the chiropractic profession ... I look forward to playing a part in
forging public health policies for the state of Iowa that focus on disease prevention and meet the
diverse health care needs for all Iowans."

A native of Coralville, Iowa, Dr. Hawk received her doctor of chiropractic degree from National
College of Chiropractic in 1976 and was in private practice for 12 years. In 1991, she earned a PhD in
preventive medicine from the University of Iowa.

Since joining the Palmer faculty in 1993, Dr. Hawk has been the principal author of 17 articles in peer-
reviewed journals and the primary writer of grant and contract proposals for the chiropractic
profession totaling more than $3.5 million. She has also served as project director or co-director for
eight projects funded by the U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration, Bureau of Health
Professions.

"Dr. Hawk's training and experience will enable her to make a significant contribution to the board,"
said Jennifer Rasmussen,DC, president of the Iowa Chiropractic Society (of which Dr. Hawk is a
member). "The selection of a chiropractic physician with Dr. Hawk's education, commitment and
enthusiasm is both appropriate and timely."

Palmer College of Chiropractic President Guy Riekeman,DC, called the appointment of Dr. Hawk "a
recognition at the highest level of state government that chiropractic is a vital part of the health care
delivery system in Iowa." Dr. Riekeman found it appropriate that the first chiropractor named to the
board is affiliated with Palmer College, given the historical roots of chiropractic and the college.
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