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CHIROPRACTIC (GENERAL)

Open Letter to the Profession
George McAndrews, Esq.

By now most doctors of chiropractic realize that Judge Getzendanner's Permanent Injunction Order
against the American Medical Association, as well as a 2,000 word essay favorable to chiropractic
which I authored, appeared in the January 13, 1992 issue of the American Medical News (AMN). As
a result, I have been informed that medical physicians have initiated contacts with chiropractic
research organizations and with individual chiropractors seeking to establish a dialogue. Moreover,
most chiropractors have been informed that "Operation Evidence" has been distributed by the
American Chiropractic Association in an effort to stimulate research oriented informational ads to
the general public.

Notwithstanding 15 years of litigation in the Wilk case, I was appalled to see that a letter to the
AMN published February 17, 1992 attempted to undo all of the beneficial results of the litigation
and the opening of dialogue by reprinting a recent bizarre ad talking about how chiropractic care
affects the "immune system" and how an untreated subluxation can lead to death. I have received
outraged calls from chiropractors across the land complaining about the ad and the fact that the
AMA News would use it as characteristic of modern day chiropractic. I am informed that the ad is
being placed on hospital bulletin boards as characteristic of the unscientific nature of chiropractic.

To chiropractors who would publish such ads (the button theory and the subluxation death threats)
I can only ask you to contemplate the enormous damage to the reputation of the profession and its
members that such unsubstantiated ads do. Perhaps I should repeat a question asked me by a
medical physician: Identify one person on earth, by name and former address, who has ever died of
an untreated subluxation? In 1992, that type of scare ad without scientific proof is no more valid
than an ad taken out by me stating that leprechauns cause baldness and you should buy my anti-
leprechaun medication. The fact that I might believe it is an insufficient basis for representing it as
fact.

If the profession continues to publish theory, in the absence of scientific support, and continues to
waste its funds on outrageous advertising rather than investigate the truth of the theory in
meaningful scientific studies, then the enormous progress made by the profession and its
leadership over the last 20 years will have been wasted. A philosophy is no substitute for rational
thought and a desire for business is no substitute for meaningful supportive research.

George P. McAndrews
Chicago, Illinois
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