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Intrapelvic calcifications are fairly common findings on AP lumbar views. This diagram lists some
of the more frequent causes of calcification.

Phleboliths are very common and are a calcified thrombus within a vein. Most adults will
have a few in the pelvic basin.

 
Arterial calcification in the large arteries such as the aorta and common iliac vessels
represents the most common form of arterial calcification atherosclerosis.

 
Subcutaneous and intramuscular injections can cause fat necrosis which will also calcify,
often seen in the gluteal region.

 
Peripheral mesenteric lymph nodes commonly will calcify after being involved in a previous
infection.

 
Calcification can also be found in the prostate caused by renal calculi.

 
The vas deferens may calcify, but is usually found only in men with long standing diabetes.

 
Calcification is often found in uterine fibroids.

 
Calcification is frequently present in benign and malignant ovarian tumors.



©2024 Dynanamic Chiropractic™ All Rights Reserved

 
Most calcifications found in the pelvis are relatively benign, however, if there is a concern
that the calcification may involve a neoplastic process, a second opinion should be obtained.
Many patients do not have significant clinical symptoms early on, therefore, the AP lumbar
view may be the initial study that reveals the truly significant pathological process.
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