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NEWS / PROFESSION

New York Puts DCs Licensing Info on World
Wide Web

RECORDS OF ALL LICENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS NOW AVAILABLE
AT [URL=HTTP://WWW.NYSED.GOV]HTTP://WWW.NYSED.GOV[/URL]

Editorial Staff

People in New York state can now access online the vital licensing information of the state's 38
licensed professional groups (610,000 professionals), plus get any disciplinary information taken
against them by the state licensing boards (dating back three years). New York is the first state in
the nation to make this kind of online consumer information available for so many licensed
professionals.

The New York State Board of Regents, which regulates the 38 professions in New York state,
announced the decision. The licensed professionals include all health professionals, including
chiropractors, plus other professionals: psychologists, accountants, architects, et al.

"Our most important job is to help educate and protect the public," said Carl T. Hayden, chancellor
of the New York State Board of Regents. "The regulation of the professions serves that goal. These
efforts will help people make educated choices about the professionals to whom they entrust their
lives."

The information was first placed on the World Wide Web in January and was expanded on March
31 to include disciplinary information dating back to January 1994. It is available on the New York
State Education Department home page and will be updated regularly. The address is
http://www.nysed.gov.

The online information available to the public includes: the individual's profession; license number;
city and state of practice; end date of current registration period; original license date; and
summaries of any misconduct that led to the final disciplinary action by the Board of Regents.

The disciplinary information for physicians, physician assistants and specialist assistants is
available on the State Department of Health home page (http://wwww.health.State.NY.US) and,
through a cooperative effort, can also be accessed via the State Education Department home page.
The Health Department disciplines physicians; the State Education Department licenses
physicians.

The New York State Education Department will also publish a Consumer Bill of Rights and
individual consumer brochures for each of the 38 professions. These brochures, which describe
important information on each of the professions, will be published in 1997 and will be translated
into Spanish, Chinese, and, believe it or not, Haitian-Creole. The public can also access the
brochure information online.
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