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NEWS / PROFESSION

IQ -- Interesting Quote
ARE NURSES STRETCHED TOO THIN?

Editorial Staff

Managed care is affecting all the health professions. The nursing profession is finding that the
demands on experienced and highly trained nurses in the managed care setting is too great. That
translates into too few nurses responsible for too many patients.

Some nurses and nursing advocates have begun to speak out about their plight. Barry Adams is a
nursing activist who was fired after complaining about working conditions at a hospital-based
nursing home.

"There's the old common-sense adage, 'You don't run with the scissors.' When a nurse has 10
patients, 15 patients, it is not conducive to safe nursing practices. When you're ... just pouring pills,

just one wrong pill can be the end."1
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