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Blue Cross Drops Chiropractic for Seniors in N.
Calif.

NEW MEDICARE REGULATIONS SEEN AS CULPRIT
Editorial Staff

Our worst fears are now coming true, is how ACA President Michael Pedigo, DC, reacted to the
news that Blue Cross will no longer cover chiropractic under its Senior Secure Plan in Northern
California. "We have been warning the profession for some time now that the new
Medicare+Choice regulations could seriously threaten chiropractic. This is another concrete
example of chiropractic services being dropped from a Medicare managed care plan."

The new Medicare+Choice regulations (Medicare's managed care plan) resulted in the ACA filing a
lawsuit on Nov. 12, 1998 against the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA). The new
Medicare managed care plan does require that seniors have access to manual manipulation of the
spine, but that care may be provided by any physician. It does not require a chiropractor.

The U.S. Attorney's Office announced it will handle the ACA lawsuit against HCFA, rather than the
federal section of the Department of Justice, an indication to Dr. Pedigo that the government is
"bringing in the big guns."

HCFA was required to respond to the lawsuit by Jan. 12, but the shift in jurisdiction of the case to
the U.S. Attorney's Office has resulted in that office requesting and getting a 30-day extension to
reply to the lawsuit.

"Chiropractic in Crisis: Back to the Courtroom," a free audiocassette on the background of the
lawsuit is available from the ACA (800) 986-4636. ACA General Counsel George McAndrews details
the particulars of the lawsuit, which he calls the most critical issue facing the profession since the
Wilk case.

References

Chiropractic on the Medicare chopping block? DC, Nov. 2, 1998.1.
ACA files lawsuit against HCFA. DC, Dec. 14, 1998.2.
ACA files suit against HCFA for Medicare Part C. DC, Jan. 1, 1999. Available at3.
[url=http://www.chiroweb.com/columnist/pedigo]http://www.chiroweb.com/columnist/pedigo
[/url].
ACA's "call to arms." Success of federal lawsuit seen as critical to chiropractic's future. DC,4.
Jan. 26, 1999.

FEBRUARY 1999


